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PREFACE
The idea of looking at the rhetorical strategies of Parmenides’ Poem has been the fruit of
my encounter with the scholar who has been the reason for me to write a PhD in the
Netherlands: the late Professor Sicking. I have worked with Sicking for more than a year,
and in that period I had the feeling I had found a sensei, i.e. “someone who shows the
way”, according to Tom Verhoeven, my aikido sensei. I like to remember both Sicking’s
fatherly care, youthful enthusiasm, great wisdom and knowledge of which I could profit
in the first stage of my research, and the wonderful atmosphere of his Academic Staff
which welcomed me so warmly in the Spring of 1997.
My deepest gratitude goes to the man who more than anyone else has shown me the
way: Professor Anthony Long. I have been so lucky to meet this wise and extraordinary
brilliant man and to see him once a week in Utrecht in the Autumn of 2003, when my
dissertation was in need of inspiration in order to reach its definitive shape. I hope that in
my attempt to shed light on the transformation of the ‘apprentice philosopher’ he will
recognise the development of some of the suggestions he made both in writing and during
our most fruitful conversations. I hope he will not be too disappointed with the results.
I would like to thank:
Professor Mario Battegazzore for awakening my interest in Ancient Philosophy by
giving enthusiastic courses on Aristotle at the University of Genua and for sending me to
Leiden when I won a scholarship after graduating; Professor Enrica Salvaneschi for
showing me how to love and analyse poetry written in almost any language in a rigorous
and daring way;
an extraordinary woman I cannot name (see Promotie Reglement) for helping with my
first dissertation steps and for behaving as a guardian angel in every sphere of my life
since the time when she was the only person I knew in the Netherlands;
Ilja Leonard Pfeijffer for coaching, rescuing, advising, supporting, admiring and
protecting me from the times when my book was only a clumsy research proposal;
two more persons whom I absolutely may not thank, whose help in structuring my
ideas has been invaluable;
Adriaan Rademaker for scrutinising my chapters when they were still in a confusing
stage and assisting me in many other ways;
many scholars at Leiden University and other Dutch, English, Italian, American,
Hungarian, Swiss, German Universities many of whom I am (again) not allowed to name,
for their most helpful suggestions;
Jackie Murray for efficiently and quickly correcting my English (of course the mistakes
that remain are my own);
Kim Fok for designing the beautiful cover of this book;
Gabriella Grosso Robbiano, Isabel Schröder, Katerina Scott, Maddalena Semino, Magali
Veldhuis, Myrthe Bartels and Tazuko van Berkel for our most inspiring conversations
about the Big Theory of Everything;
all my friends and family in Italy and in the Netherlands for making me feel at home
wherever I am;
my parents for showing me how great it can be to do research, for understanding and
supporting my decision to live in the Netherlands, and always believing in me;
Magali Veldhuis for turning my life into an extraordinary journey.
